Clinical utility of serodiagnosis of tuberculosis.
The use of TB-ELISA tests as a diagnostic tool offer a lot of scope in early diagnosis of serious forms of childhood tuberculosis. The characteristics of these tests have improved with the availability of purified and recombinant antigens and competition assays using monoclonal antibodies. Lower antibody titres to M. tuberculosis specific antigens in children and the presence of 'natural exposure' antibodies make the interpretation of these tests difficult at times. Caution must be exercised in interpreting their results due to problems inherent on currently available methods of TB-immunodiagnosis. The selection of best combination of antigens for serology, prospective clinical trials comparing success rate of serology with the standard different diagnostic procedures are required.